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NTP Liasion Office

Sandra Lange has been named director of
the newly established NTP Liaison Office.
“The establishment of the NTP Liaison
Office is a further effort to strengthen our
communication and working relationships
with state and local governments; with
other agencies within the federal govern-
ment, industry, labor, academia, and all
segments of the public,” said Kenneth
Olden, NIEHS director. Lange accepted
the directorship of the new office after
serving as director of the NIEHS Office of
Communications. Lange is a member of
the NIEHS Executive Committee and will
work within the office of George Lucier,
acting director of the Environmental
Toxicology Program.

Founded in 1978, the National
Toxicology Program coordinates toxicolo-
gy studies and methods research, develop-
ment, and validation within the Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services,
under the Assistant Secretary of Health. In
1978, the NTP built upon the Bioassay
Program of the National Cancer Insti-
tute and has continuously broadened the
scope of toxicological studies to include
multiple toxicological disease endpoints in
addition to tumors. NTP encompasses of
the National Institutes of Health’s NIEHS
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and the National Cancer Insti-
tute, the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention’s Na-
tional Institute for Occupational
Safety and Health, and the Food
and Drug Administration’s
National Center for Toxicol-
ogical Research.

NTP has published a series of
technical reports, which summa-
rize two-year, both gender, two-
species (rats and mice) studies of
more than 400 chemicals. NTP
staff has published extensively in
scientific journals reporting toxi-
cological studies and methods
development and validation.

The purpose of the new
NTP Liaison office is to increase
public awareness of NTP’s re-
search, new directions, and priorities, and
broaden both working relationships and
dialogue with the many constituencies
with interests related to the NTP. An early
priority will be increasing input to the
NTP nomination and selection process.
NTP seeks nominations of high-priority
chemicals or other environmental agents of
public health concern, as well as nomina-
tions of chemical issues in need of further
study. Inquiries relating to the NTP may
be made to Sandra Lange, National Toxi-
cology Program Liasion Office, PO Box
12233, MD A2-01, Research Triangle
Park, NC 27709, (919) 541-0530, FAX
(919) 541-0295.
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Olden Announces Initiatives

Kenneth Olden, NIEHS director, has
identified 35 priority areas as NIEHS ini-
tiatives. These initiatives will receive the
attention of senior management at
NIEHS. The initiatives are programs that
NIEHS has undertaken over the past two
years that are targeted for special monitor-
ing and development. Each initiative has
been assigned to one or more members of
the NIEHS executive committee or other
members of senior staff for day-to-day
management and long-term planning. The
assigned persons will present goals and
objectives, both short and long term, and
parameters that will be used to monitor
their particular programs.

Olden empbhasized that these 35 initia-
tives in no way diminish the institute’s
commitments to other areas of research.
Rather, the initiatives have been identified
to give special focus in priority areas where
it is thought that expanded, coordinated
efforts will be effective.

The NIEHS initiatives will be high-
lighted in summaries in NIEHS News in
coming issues of EHP, beginning this issue
with an article on mechanistic toxicology
and risk assessment in the National
Toxicology Program. A list of all 35 initia-
tives, which include agricultural chemicals,
global climate change, women’s health,
and lead and other metals, will be pub-
lished in a future issue of EHP.

ERRATA

In the NIEHS News section of the January
1994 issue of EHP, an announcement appeared
describing NIEHS efforts to establish a toll-free
environmental health clearinghouse. Assistance
in identifying appropriate sources of information
was requested; however, an incorrect address was
provided. Please address information to Finis
Cavender, Information Ventures Inc., 100
Capitola Drive, Suite 108, Durham, NC 27713,
(919) 361-0570, FAX (919) 361-9408.
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